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the house of Meghjlbhai. There I again came in contact with a
stone unknowingly and received injury. I was quite senseless.
From that [time] I did not know what took place, and after that,
I am told by them, I fell flat on the ground after some steps. 1
was not myself for 5 minutes. They considered I was dead. But
fortunately for myself the ground on which I fell was quite
smooth. I came to my senses at last and all of them were quite
joyful. The mother was sent for. She was very sorry for' me, and
this caused my delay though I told them that 1 was quite well.'
But none would allow me to go, though I afterwards came to
know that my bold and dearest mother would have allowed me
to go. But she feared the calumny of other people. At last with
great difficulty I was allowed to leave Rajkot for Porbandar after
some days. On my way too I had to encounter some difficulties.
At length I reached Porbandar to the joy of all. Lalbhai1
and Karsondas2 had come to the Khadi bridge to fetch me home*
Now what had I to do in Porbandar [was to] exact consent from
my uncle, and, secondly- apply to Mr. Lely3 to render me some
pecuniary help, and last, in case of failure to get the State scholar-
ship, to ask Parmanandbhai4 to give me some money. The first
thing I did was that I saw uncle and asked him whether he liked
my going to London or not. Then, naturally, as I had expected,
he asked me to enumerate the advantages of going to London.
This I did according to my power. Then he said: "Of course, the
people of this generation would like it very much, but, as for my-
self, I do not like it. Nevertheless we shall consider afterwards.5' I
was not disappointed by such an answer. At least I had the satis-
faction to know that at all events he liked it inwardly and his
deed proved what I thought right.
Unfortunately for me, Mr. Lely was not in Porbandar. It Is
quite true that misfortunes never come single. After his return from
the district where he had gone, he was to go at once on leave.
My uncle advised me to wait for him till the next Sunday. And if
he did not come up during that time, he said, he would send
me where he should be. But it gives me much pleasure to write
here that he returned from the district on Sunday. Then it was
settled that I should see him on Monday. It was done accor-
dingly. For the first time in my life I had an interview with an
English gentleman. Formerly I never dared to front them. But
1  Gandhiji's cousin
2 Gandhiji's elder brother
3 British Agent in* Porbandar State during the minority of the Prince
4 Gandhiji's cousin